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Through the force of long cuftom, it ap+
pears needful to {f eak in relation to colour.—
Suppofe a white child, born of parents of the
meaneft fort, who died and left him an in-
fant, falls into the hands of a perfon, who
endeavours to keep him a flave, fome men
would account him an unjuft man in domng
{o, who yet appear. eafy while many black
people, of honeft lives, and good abilitiesy
are enflaved, in a manner more fhocking
than the cafe here fuppofed. This is owing
chiefly to the idea of flavery being conneéted
with the black colour, and liberty with, the
white :—and where falfe ideas are twifted: in=
to our minds, it is with difficulty we get
fairly difentangled.

A traveller, in cloudy weather, mifieth his
way, makes many turns while he is loft ; {till
forms in his mind, the bearing and fituation
of places, and though the ideas are wrong,
they fix as faft as if they were right.  Find-
ing how things are, we fee our miftake ; yet
the force of reafon, with repeated obfervati-
ons on places and things, do not foon remove
thofe falfe notions, fo faftened upon us, but
it will feem in the imagination as if the an-
nual courfe of the fun was altered ; and
though, by recollection, we are aflured 1t 1s
not, yet thofe ideas do not fuddenly leave us.
. Selfithnefs being indulged, clouds the un=
derftanding ; and where felfith men, for a
long time, proceed on their way, without
oppofition, the deceiveablenefs of unrighte-
oufnefs gets {o rooted in their intelleCts, that
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