506 CONSIDERATIONS oN THE

the afflicted in the loweft ftations of life, is
a thing familiar to them.

Such is the kindnefs of our Creator, that
people, applying their minds to found wif-
dom, may, in general, with moderate exer-
cife, live comfortably, where no mifapplied

s power hinders it. We in thefe parts have
caufe gratefully to acknowledge it, = But men
leaving the true ufe of things, their lives are
lefs calm, and have lefs of real happinefs in
them.

Many are defirous of purchafing and keep-
ing flaves, that they may live in fome mea-
{fure conformable to thofe cuftoms of the
times, which have in them a tincture of lux-
ury ; for when we, in the leaft degree, de-
partfrom that ufe of the creatures, for which
the Creator of all things intended them, there
luxury begins. :

And if we confider this way of life feri-
ouily, we {hall fee there is nothing in it fuf-
ficient to induce a wife man to chufe it, be-
fore a plain, fimple way'of living. If we
examine ftately buildings and equipage, . de-

icious food, fuperfine cloaths, filks and

linens ; if we confider the {plendour of choice
metal faftened upon raiment, and the moft
{howy inventions of men ; it will yet appear
that the humble-minded man, who 1s con-
tented with the true ufe of houfes, food and
garments, and chearfully exercifeth himfelf
agreeable to his {tation in civil fociety, to
earn them, acts more reafonably, and dif-
covers’
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