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covers more foundnefs of underftanding in
his condu&, than fuch who lay heavy bur-
dens on others, to fupport themfelves in a
luxurious way of living. :

George Buchanan, in his hiftory of Scot-
land, page 62, tells of {fome ancient inhabi-
tants of Britain, who were derived from a
people that ¢ had a way of marking their
bodies, as fome faid, with inftruments: of
iron, with variety of pictures, and with ani-
mals of all fhapes, and wear no garmients,
that they fhould not hide their pictures ; and
were therefore called Pi&ts.” :

Did we fee thofe people thrink with pain,
for a confiderable time together, under the
point or edge of this iron inftrument, and
their bodies all bloody with the operation ;
did we fee them fometimes naked, {uffering
with cold, and refufe to put on garments,
that thofe imaginary enfigns of grandeur
mightnot be concealed, it is likely we {hould
pity their folly, and fondnefs for thofe things:
but if we candidly compare their condud,
in that cafe, with fome conduct amongit
ourfelves, will it not appear that our folly is
the greateft ?

In true gofpel fimplicity," fre¢e from all
wrong ufe of things, a fpirit which breathes
peace and good will is cherithed ; but when
we afpire after imaginary grandeur, and ap-
ply to felfith means to attain our end, this
defire, in its original, is the fame with the
Picts in cutting figures on their bodies ; but
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