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Kererinc oF NEGROES, 309

of our factors, when he comes to Fida, 1s
to fatisfy the cuftomsof the king, and the
great men, which amounts to about one
hundred pounds, in Guinea value, as the
goods muft fell there. After which we
have free licence to trade, which is pub-
lithed throughout the whole land by the
cryer. And yet before we can deal with
any perfon, we are obliged to buy the
king’s whole ftock of flaves, at a fet price;
which is commonly one third or fourth
higher than ordinary. After which, we

* have free leave to deal with all his fubjects,

of what rank foever. But if there happen
to be no ftock of flaves, the faCor muft
refolve to run the rifk of trufting the in-
habitants with goods, to the value of one
or two hundred flaves ; which commodi-~
ties they fend into the inland country, in
order to buy with them flaves at all mar-
kets, and that fometimes two hundred
miles deep in the country: for you ought
to be informed, that markets of men are
here kept in the fame manner as they of
beafts are with us. S
“ Moft of the flaves which are offered to
us, are prifoners of war, which are fold
by the vitors as their booty. ‘When
thefe flaves come to Fida, they are put in
prifons all together; and when we treat
concerning them, they are all brought out
in a large plain, where, by our furgeons,
whofe province it is, they are thoroughly
examined, 'even to the fmalleft member,
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