314 CONSIDERATIONS oN THE

after they came in the veflel ; but in a defpe-
rate refolution ftarved themfelves to death,
behaving toward the laft like mad-men.”

In Randall’s geography, printed 1744, we
are informed, *° That in a time of full peace
nothing is more common than for the Negroes
of one nation to fteal thofe of another, and
fell them to the Europeans. It is thought
that the Englifh tranfmit annually near fifty
thoufand of thefe unhappy creatures ; and
the other Furopean nations together, about
two hundred thoufand more.”

It is through the goodnefs of God that the
reformation from grofs idolatry and barbari-
ty hath been thus far effeéted ; if we confi-
der our conditions as chriftians, and the be-
nefits we enjoy, and compare them with the
condition of thofe people, and confider that
our nation trading with them for their coun-
try produce, have had an opportunity of im-
parting ufeful inflru®ions to them, and re-
member that but little pains have been taken
therein, it muft look like an'indifference in
us. But when we refle& on a cuftom the
moft thocking of any amongf{t them, and re-
member that, with a view to outward gain,
we have joined as parties in it ; that our con-
currence with them in their barbarous pro-
ceedings, has tended to harden them in cru-
elty, and been a means of increafing calami-
ties in their country, we muft own that
herein we have acted contrary to thofe wor=
thies whofe lives and {ubftance were {pent in
propagating truth and righteoufnefs amongft
the
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