RN

KeeriNe oF NEGROES. 321

order to trade with us, and fome powerful
perfon had took their effeés to himfelf,"and
then put them to hard labour, and ever after
confidered them as flaves, the altion would
be looked upon as unrighteous.

Thofe  Negroe merchants having children
after their being among us, whofe endow=
ments and conduct were like other people’s in
common, ifon their attaining to mature age,
and requefting to have their liberty, they
fhould be told they were born in {lavery,
and were lawful {laves, and therefore their
requeft fhould be denied ; fuch condu&t to-
ward them, would be looked upon as unfair
and oppreflive.

In the prefent cafe, relating to home-born
Negroes, whofe underftandings and behaviour
are as good as common among other people,
if we have any claim to them as flaves, that
claim is grounded on their being the chil-
dren or offspring of flaves, who, in general,
were made fuch through means as unrighte-
ous, and attended with more terrible circum-
ftances than the cafe laft fuppofed ; fo that
when we trace our claim to the bottom, thefe
home-born Negroes having paid for their
education, and given reafonable fecurity to
thofe who owned them, in cafe/of their be-
coming chargeable, we have no more equit-
able right to their fervice, than we fhould if
they were the children of honeft merchants
who came from Guinea in an Englith veflel
to trade with us.
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