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332-Ox PURE WISDOM,

from every thing which defiles, all profpe@s
of gain, that are not confiftent with the wif-
dom from above, are confidered as fnares,
and an inward concern is felt, that we may
live under the crof§, and faithfully attend to
that holy {fpirit, which is fufficient to pre-
ferve out of them.

When I have confidered that faying of
Chrift, Mat. vi. 19, ** Lay not up for your-
“ felves treafures upon earth,” his omnipo-
tence hath often occurred to my mind.

While we believe that he is every where
prefent with his people, and that perfe
goodnefs, wifdom and power, are united in
him; how comfortable is the confideration.

Our wants may be great, but his power
1s greater. We may be opprefled and defpif=
ed, but he is able to turn our patient fuffer-
ings into profit to ourfelves; and to the ad-
vancement of his work on earth., His
people, who feel the power of his crofs, to
crucify all that is felfith in them, who are
engaged in outward concerns, from a con-
vincement that it is their duty, and refign
them{elves, and their treafures, to him ; thefe
feel that it is dangerous to give way to that
in us, which craves riches and greatnefs in
this world.

As the heart truly contrite, earneéftly de-
fires ‘“ to know Chrift, and the fellowthip
* of his fufferings,” Phil. iii. 16, fo far as
the Lord for gracious ends may lead into
them ; as fuch feel that it is their intereft to
put their truft in God, and to feek no gaiw
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