Ox LABOUR

Having feveral times, in my travels, had
opportunity to obferve the labour and man-
ner of life of great numbers of {laves, it ap=
pears to me that the true medium is lament=
ably neglected by many, who aflign them
their portion of labour.

Without faying much at this time, con~
cerning buying and felling men for term of
life, who have as juft a right to liberty as we
have ; nor about the great miferies, and ef-
fufion of blood, confequent to promoting the
flave-trade ; and to.{peak as favourably as
may be, with regard to continuing thofe in
bondage who are amongft us, we cannot fay
there is no partiality in it : for whatever ten-
dernefs may be manifefted by individuals in
their life time toward them; yet for people
to be tranfmitted from a man to his pofterity,
in the helplefs condition of {laves, appears
inconfiftent with the nature of the gofpel {pi~
rit. . From fuch proceedings it often follows,
that perfons in the decline of life, are de=
prived of monies equitably due to them, and
committed to the care, and fubjected to the
abfolute power of young unexperienced men,
who know but little about the weaknefs of
old age, nor underftand the language of de«
clining life.

Where parents give their eftates to their
children, and then depend on them for a
maintenance, they fometimes meet with great
inconveniences ; but if the power of poflef=
fion, thus obtained, doth often reverfe the
obligations of gratitude and filial duty, and
makes
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