‘ [ 342.]
On the rR1cuaT UsE of the LORD’s

oUTwWARD GIFTS.

S our underftandingsare opened by the
; pure light, we experience that, through
an inward approaching to God, the mind is
{trengthened in obedience ; and that by gra-
tifying thofe defires which are not of ‘his be-
getting, thofe appreaches to him are obftru@-
ed, and the deceivable {pirit gains ftrength,
Thefe truths, being as it were engraven
upon our hearts, and our everlafting intereft
in Chrift evidently concerned herein, we be-
come fervently engaged, that nothing may
be nourithed which tends to' feed pride or
felf-love in us. Thus in pure obedience, we
are' not only inftruted in our duty to God,
but alfo in the affairs which ‘neceffarily re-
late to this life, and the {pirit of truth which
guides into all truth, leavens the mind with
a pious concern, that * whatfoever we do in
¢ word or deed, may be done in his'name,”
Col. iii. 17. 2 i ol
Hence fuch buildings, furniture, food, and
raiment, as beft anfwer our neceflities, and
are the leaft likely to feed that felfith fpirit
which is our enemy, are the moft acceptable
to us. ' _
In this ftate the mind is tender, and in-
wardly watchful, that the love of gain draw
us not into any bufinefs, which may weaken
ur love toour heavenly father, or bring un-
necellary trouble to any of his creatures,

Thus




	am1774wool-1118o-366

