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to go on in their fhalicious defigns, and pro=
nounce him to be worthy of death, even him
who was perfect in goodunefs ; thus * in his
¢ hufnilidtion his judgment was taken. a-
«“ way;” and he, like fome vile ¢ériminal;
¢« Jed as a lamb to the flaughter.” Under
thefe heavy trials (though poor unftable Pilate
was convinced of his innocence, yet) the peos
ple generally looked upon him as a decetver,
a blafphemer, and the approaching punifth=
‘ment as a juft judgment upon him,. ¢ They
s¢ afteemed him fmitten of God and affli¢t-
¢ ¢d” 8o great had been the furprize of
his difciples, at his being taken by armed
tnen, that they ¢ forfook him and fled ;”
thus they hid their faces from him, he was
defpifed, and by their condué it appeared as
though “ they éfteemed him not.”

But contrary to that opinion, of his being
Gnateen of God and afflicted, it was for ouf
{akes that * he was put to grief; he was
¢ wounded for our tranfgreflions ; he was
¢ bruifed for our iniquities ;” and under the
weight of them manifefting the deepeft com=
paflion for the inftruments of his mifery,
ldaboured as their advocate, and in the deeps
of affliGion, Wwith an unconquerable pati=
ence, cried out, “ Father forgive them, they
¢ know not what they do !

Now this mind being in us, which was
in Chrift Jefus, it rémoves from our hearts
she defire of fuperiority, worldly honour of
greathefs’; a deep attention is felt to the di=
vine counfellor; and an ardent engagemcnt
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