368 Ox MERCHANDIZING,

¢onverfation fo foreign from the nature of
Chrift’s kingdom, that it is reprefented in the
fimilitude of one man puthing another with
a warlike weapon; * There is that fpeaketh
*¢ like the piercings ofa fword.” Prov. xii. 18,
Now in all our concerns it is neceflary that
the leading of the fpirit of Chift be humbly
waited for and faithfully followed, as the on=
ly means of being preferved chafte as an holy
people, who ¢ in all things are circumfpect.”
Exod. xxiii. 13, that nothing we do may
carry the appearance of approbation of the
works of wickednefs, make the unrighteous
more at eafe in unrighteoufnefs, or occafion
the injuries committed againft the opprefled
to be more lightly looked over:

Where morality is kept to, and fupported
by the inhabitants of a country, there is
certain reproach attends thofe individuals a=
mongit them, who manifeftly deviate there=
from. Thus, if a perfon of good report, is
charged with ftealing goods out of an open
thop in the day time, and on a public trial,
found guilty, and the law in that cafe putin
execution, hc therein fuftains a lofs of repu-
tation ; but if he be convi@ed a fecond and
third time of the like offence, his good name
would ceafe amongft fuch who knew thefe
things. If his neighbour, reputed an honeft
man, being charged with buying goods of
this thief, ata time when the purchafer knew
they weré ftolen, and on a public trial ig
found guilty, this purchafer would meet with
difelteem, ‘but if he perfifted in buying ftolen

: goods,
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