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works manifeftly operate againft the gracious
defign of his fufferings for us, a care lives on
their minds that no wrong cuftoms however

fupported, may biafs their judgments, but

that they may humbly abide under the crofs

and be preferved in a condu@ which may not

contribute to ftrengthen the hands of the

wicked in their wickednefs, or to remove

{hame from thofe to whom it is juftly due.

"The coming of that day is precious in which

we experience the truth of this expreflion.

‘“'The Lord our righteoufnefs.” Jer. xiii. 6,

and feel him to be ““ made unto us wifdom

*¢“and fan&ification.”

The example of a righteous man is often-
looked at with attention. ‘Where righteous
men join in bufinefs their company gives en-
couragement to others ; and as one grain of
incenfe deliberately offered to the prince ‘of |
this world, renders an offering to God in that
ftate unacceptable ; and from thofe efteemed
leaders of the people may be injurious to the
weak ; it requires deep humility of heart, to
follow him faithfully, who alone gives found
wifdom and the {pirit of true difcerning ; and
O how neceflary it is, to confider the weight
of a holy profeflion ! :

The condu@ of fome formerly, gave occa-
fion of complaint againft them, * Thou haft
‘¢ defiled thy fanctuaries by the multitude of "
¢ thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy
““ traffick.” Ezek. xxviii. 18, and in feveral
places it i1s charged againft Ifrael that they
had polluted the holy name, :
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