O DdivINE( ADMONITIONS. 879

fenger from H1I M who created all things;cto
remindius of our dutyin‘a ri ght ufe of thofe
benefits, and give firiking admonitions, !that
we do not mifapply thofe gifts, in which an
Almighty  power '1s exerted, in beftowing
them' upon us. £

When 1 have confidered that many of our
fellow -creatures fuffer much in fome places,
for want ofithie neceffaries of life, whilit thofe
who rule over them aré’too much givem to
Iuxtry, and divers vanities 3 and behold the
apparent deviation from pure wifdomamongit
s, in the ufe of the outward gifts of Gods
thofe- marks of famine have appeared like
humbling admonitions from him, that we
might be infiructed by gentle chaftifements;
and might ferioufly condider our ways';: Te~
membring that the outward fupply of life is
a oift from our heavenly Father, and that we

fhould: no more venture to ufe, or apply his

gifis, . inia way contrary to pure wifdom.

' Should we continue to reject thofe merci-
£l mdmonitions, and ufe his gifts at home,
<oritrary to the gracious defign of the giver,
o fend them abroad in a way of trade, which
the fpirit of cruth doth not lead into.;  and
{hould he whofe eyes are upon all our ways,
extend his chaftifements {o far as to reduce
us to much greater diftrefs than hath yet been
fele by-thefe provinces ; with what forrow:of
heart might we meditate on that fubjed,
¢ Haft thou not procured this unto thy {felf,
¢ 57 that thou haft forfaken the Lord thy

4% God,, when he led thee by thee way?
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