488 ON LoviNG our NEIGHBOURS,

When wages in a fruitful land bear {o {fmall
a proportion to the neceflaries of life, that
poor honeft people who have families cannot
by a moderate induftry attain to a comfort-
able living, and give their children fufficient
learning, but muft either labour to a degree
of oppreflion, or elfe omit that which appears
to be a duty.

While this is the cafe with the poor,. there
is an inclination in the minds of moft people,
to prepare at leaft fo much treafure for their
children, that they with care and moderate
induftry may live free from thefe hardthips
which the poor pafs through. :

Now this fubject requireth our ferious con=
fideration : to labour that our children may
be put in a way to live comfortably, appears
in 1tfelf to be a duty, fo long as thefe our
labours are confiftent with univerfal righte-
oufnefs ; but if in ftriving to fhun poverty,
“we do not walk in that ftate where *“. Chrift is
¢¢‘our life,”” then we wander; * Hethat
¢ hath the Son, hath life,” 1 John v. 12.
¢ 'This life is the light of men,” John 1. 4.
If we walk not in this light, we walk- in

darknefs, and “¢ he that walketh in darknefs,.

¢ knoweth not whither he goeth,” John
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To keep to right means in labouring to
attain a right end is neceffary : if in firiving
to thun poverty, we firive only in that ftate,
where Chrilt is the light of our life; our la-
bours will ftand in the true harmony of {o-
ciety ; but if people are confident that th({
enc
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