ON LOVING our NEIGHBOURS. 357

Of this the prophet appears to have had 2
fecling, when he faid, * Have we not all oneé
<t Father ? Hath not one God created us ¥
“ Why then do we deal treacheroufly every
¢ man with his brother, in prophaning the

%¢ covenant of our fathers ¥ Mal. 11. T0.

He who of old heard the groans of the
children of Irael under the hard taflc-mafters
in Egyprg, 1 truft hath looked down from his
holy habitation on the miferies of thefe deep+
ly opprefled people. Many lives have been
thortned through extreme oppreffion, while
they laboured to fupport luxury and worldly
greatnefs ; and tho’ many people in outward
profperity may think little of thofe things,
yet the gracious Creator hath regard to the
cries of the innocent, however unnoticed by
men.

The Lord in the riches of his goodnefs 15
leading fome 1nto the feeling of the condition
of this people, who cannot reft without la-
bouring as their advocates ; of which in {fome
eafure I have had experience, for, in the
movings of his love in my heart, thefe poor
{ufferers have been brought near to me.

The unoffending aged and infirm made to
labour too hard, kept on a diet lefs com-
fortable than their weak ftate required, and
expofed to great difficulties under hard-heart-
ed men, to whofe fufferings I have often
been a witnefs, and under the heart-melting
power of divine love, their mifery hath felc
to me like the mifery of my parcnts.

Innocent
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