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"The prophet Jeremiah reprefents the "de-
grees of preparation toward idolatrous facri-
fice, in the fimilitude of a work carried on
by children, men, and women: ¢ The
% children gather wood, the fathers kindle
¢t thé fire, and the women knead the dough
«'¥o bake cakes for the queen of heaven.”
Jer. vii. 18.

It was a complaint of the Lord againft If-
ta¢l, through his prophet Ezekiel, that ‘“they

<tUftrengthened the hands of the wicked; and

«nade the hearts of the righteous {ad.”
Frékixni- 12,

Some works of iniquity carried on by the
people were reprefented by the prophet Hofea,
ih ‘the fimilitude of ploughing, reaping, and
eatine the fruit 3 You have ploughed wick-
<wednefs, reaped iniquity, eaten the fruit of
¢ lying, . becaufe thou didft truft in thy own
veoyyay, to'the multitude of thy mighty men.”
Hofea'x. 13.

I have felt great diftrefs of mind fincel
¢ame on this ifland, on account of the mem-
Bers of our fociety being mixed with the
world in various forts of bufinefs and traffic,
carried on in impure channels. Great 1s the
t+ade to Africa for {laves; and in loading
thefe thips abundance of people are employed
in the manufactories.

Friends in early time refufed, on a religi-
ous ' principle, to make or trade in fuperflui-
ties, -of which we have many large teftimo-
nids on record, but for want of faithfulnefs
fomeé gave way, €ven fome whofe examples
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