4o4 Oxrovine our NEIGHBOURS,

were 'of note in {ociety, and from thence o~
thers took more liberty : members of our fo-
ciety worked in fuperfluities, and bought and
fold them, and thus dimnefs of fight came
over many. At length, friends got into the
ufe of fome fuperfluities in drefs, and in the
furniture of their houfes, and this hath {pread
from lefs to more, till fuperfluity of fome
kinds 1s common amongft us. ,
In this declining ftate many look at the
example one of another, and too much ne-
glect the pure fecling of truth. Of late‘years
a deep exercife hath attended my mind, that
friends may dig deep, may carefully caft forth
the loofe matter, and get down to the rock,
the fure foundation, and there hearken to
that divine voice which gives a clear and cer-
tain {ound. ,
And I have felt in that which doth not de-
ceive, that if friends who have known.the
truth, keep in that tendernefs of heart, where
all views of outward gain are given up, and
their trult is only on the Lord, he will gra-
cioufly lead {fome to be patterns of deep {felf-
denial, in things relating to trade, and han-
dicraft labour; and that fome who have
plenty of the treafures of this world, will ex=
ample in a plain frugal life, and pay wages
to fuch whom they may hire, more liberally
than is now cuftomary in fomé places. -
. The prophet, {peaking of the true church,
faid, ° Thy people alfo thall be all righte-
% itms. '
.. Of the depth of this divine work feveral
have fpoken, John
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