410 ON/ AT SAILOR’S LIEE

In the opening of thefe things in my mind;
I feel a living concern that we who have felt
divine love in our hearts may faithfully abide
m ity vand like good foldiers endure hardnefs
for: Chrift’s fake,

He, our blefled Saviour, exhorting his fol-
lowers to love one another, adds, ¢ As I
**-have loved you.” John xiii. 34.

He loved Lazarus, yet in his ficknefs 'did
not'heal ‘him, but left him to endure the
pains of death, that in reftoring him to life,
the people might be confirmed in the true
faith. ’

He loved his difciples, but fent them forth
on a meflage attended with great difliculty,
amongit hard-hearted people, fome of whom
would think that in killing them they did
God fervice.

So deep is divine love, that in {tedfaftly
abiding in it, we are prepared to deny ours
felves of all that gain which is contrary to
pure wifdom, and to follow Chrift, even un-
der contempt, and through fufferings.

While friends were kept truly humble, and
walked according to the purity of our prin-
ciples, the divine witnefs in many hearts was
reached 5 but when a worldly fpirit got.en-
trance, therewith came in luxuries and fu-
perfluities, and {pread by little and little,
even amongft the foremoft rank in fociety,
and from thence others took liberty! indthat
way:more'abundantly.

In the continuation of thefe things from
parents to children, there were many. wants
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