414 ON SILENT WORSHID.
Such is the load of unneceffary expenca
which lieth on that which is' calied divine

fervicé'in many places, and fo much age the
minds of many people employed in outward
forms and ceremonies, that the opening ‘of
an inward filent worthip in this nation to
me hath appeared to be a precious opening.

Within the laft four hundred years, many
pious people have been deeply exercifed in
foul on account of the fuperftition which
prevailed amongft the profefled followers of
Chrift, and in fupport of their teftimony a-
gainft oppreflive idolatry, fome in feveral ages
have finithed their courfe in the flames,

It appears by the hiftory of the reformati-
on, that through the faithfulnefs of the mar-
tyrs, the underftandings of many have been
opened, and the minds of people, from age
to age, been more and more prepared for a
real {piritual worthip.

My mind is often affe®ed with a fenfe of
the condition of thofe people, who in different
ages have been meek and patient, followin
Chrift through great affiGions: And while
I behold the feveral fteps of reformation, and
that clearnefs, to which through divine good-
nefs, it hath been brought by our anceftors ;
I feel tender defires that we who {fometimes
meet in filence, may never by our conduét
lay ftumbling-blocks in the way of others,
and hinder the progrefs of the reformation
in the world,

- It was a complaint againft fome who were
called the Lord’s people, that they brought
polluted
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