3

"k EPS TLE 417

a®ive in dealing with fuch who walk difor-
derly. ‘

Many under our profeflion for want of due
attention, and a perfet refignation to this
Divine Teacher, have in fome things mani- -
fefted a deviation from the purity of our re-
ligious principles, and thefe deviations hay=
ing crept in amongft us by little and little,
and increafing from lefs to greater, bave been
{5 far unnoticed,. that fome living in them,
have been a@ive in putting difcipline in prac-
tice, with relation to others, whole conduct
hath: appeared - more difhonourable in the
world.

Now as my mind hath been exercifed be-
fore the Lord, I have feen, that the difei-
pline of the church of Chrift ftandeth 1n that
which is pure; that it is the wildom from
above which gives authority to difcipline;
and that the weightinefs thereof ftandeth not
in ‘any outward circumitances, but in the
atthority of Ghrift who is the author of it;
and where any walk after the flefh, and not
according to the purity of truth, and at the
fame time are a@ive in putting difcipline in
pracice, a veil is gradually drawn over the
purity of difcipline, and over that holinefs
of life, which Chrift leads thofe into, * in
¢« whom the love of God is verily perfected,”
1 John ii. 5.

When we labour in true love w ith offend-
ers, and they remain obftinate, it fometimes
is neceffary to proceed as far as our Lord di-

e rected,
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