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reCted, ¢ Let him be to thee as an heathen
““man, or a publican,” Mat. xviii. 17.

Now when fuch are difowned, and they
who a& therein feel Chrift made unto them
wifdom, and are preferved in his meek, re-
ftoring {pirit, there is no juft caufe of offence
miniftred to any; but when fuch who are
active in dealing with offenders indulge them-
felves in things which are contrary to the
purity of truth, and yet judge others whofe
conduét appears more difhonourable than
their’s, here the pure authority of difcipline
ceafeth as to fuch offenders, and a temptati-
on 1s laid in their way to wrangle and con-
tend —*“ Judge not,” faid our Lord, ‘¢ that
¢ ye be not judged.” Now this forbidding,
alludes to man’s judgment, and points out
the neceflity of our humbly attending to that
fand&lifying power under which the faithful
experience the Lord to be ¢ a {pirit of judg-
¢ ment to them,” Ifa, xxviii. 6. And as we
feel his Holy Spirit to mortify the deeds of
the body in us, and can fay, ¢ itis no more
¢ T that live, but Chrift that liveth in me,”
here right judgment is known.

And while divine love prevails in our
hearts, and {elf in us is brought under judg-
ment, a preparation 1is felt to labour in a
right manner with offenders; but it we a-
bide not in this love, our outward perform-
ance in dealing with others, degenerates into
formality; for ¢ this is the lave of God, that
¢ we keep his commandments,” Johni. 3.
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