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inifter’ caufe for the continuance of hig af=«
fli¢tions, viz. in his body the church.

Chrift fuffered afflictions in a body of flefh
prepared by the father, but the afHlictions of
his myftical body are yet unfinithed ; for.
they who~are baptized 1nto Chrift are bap=
tized into his death, and as we humbly abide
under his fan&ifying power, and are brought
forth into newnefs of life, we feel Chrift to
live in' us, who being the fame yefterday,
to-day, and forever, and always at unity
with himfelf, his {pirit in the hearts of his
people leads to an inwatd exercife for the fal~
vation of mankind ; and when under a tra=
vail of fpirit, we behold a vifited people en-
tangled by the {pirit of this world with its
wickednefs and cuftoms, and thereby ren=
dered incapable of being faithful examples to
others, forrow and heavinefs under a fenfe
of thefe things, is often experienced, and
thus ift fome meafure is filled up that which
remains of the afHlictions of Chrift.

Our bleffed Saviour fpeaking concerning
gifts offered in divine fervice, fays, e It
< thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there
remembereft that thy brother hath ought
againft thee, leave there thy gift before the
altar, and go thy way, firft be reconcil=
ed to thy brother, and then come and
offer thy gift.” Mat. v. 23, 24.—Now
there is no true unity, but in that wherein
the Father and the Son are united, nor can
there be a perfect reconciliation but in ceafing
from that which minifters caufe for the con~

rinuation
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