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tnuation of the affliGions of Chrift ; and.af
any profefling to bring their gift to the altar,
do remember the cuftomary contradiction
which {fome of their fruits bear to the pure,
{piritual worfhip, here it appears neceffary to
lay to heart this command,  leave thy gift
““ by the altar.”
Chriit gracioufly calls his people brethren,
whofoever fhall do the will of God the fame
is my brother.” Mark iii. 35. Now if we
walk contrary to the truth as it is in Jefus
while we_ continue to profefs it, we offend
againft Chrift, and if under this offence we
bring our gift to the altar, our. Redeemer
doth not dire& us to take back our gift, he
doth not difcourage our proceedin gin a good
work ; but gracioufly points out the necefla-
Ty means by which the gift may be rendered
acceptable, * leave,” faith he, “ thy gift by
¢¢ the altar, firft go and be reconciled to thy
‘¢ brother,” ceafe from that which grieves
the Holy Spirit, ceafe from that which is a-
gainft the truth, as it is in Jefus, and then
come, and offer thy gift. .
I feel, while I am writing, a tendernefs to
thofe who through divine favour, are pre=
ferved in a lively fenfe of the ftate of the
churches, and at times may be under dif=
couragements with regard to proceeding in
that pure way which Chrift by his Holy Spi-
rit leads into: the depth of diforder. and
weaknefs, which {o much prevails, being o-
pened, doubtings are apt to arife as/to the
poflibality of procesding as an aﬂﬂmblydlot
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