426 AN BEFESELE

bers in the body of Chrift in beholding thefe
things, do in fome degree experience the fel-
lowthip of his fufferings, and as the wifdom
of the world more and more takes place in
conducting the affairs of this vifible gathered
church, and the pure leadings of the Holy
Spirit are lefs waited for and followed, fo the
true fuffering feed is more and more oppref-
fed.

My mind is often affe@ed with a fenfe of
the condition of fincere hearted people in fome
kingdoms, where liberty of confcience is not
allowed, many of whom being burthened in
their minds with prevailing fuperftition, join-
ed with oppreflions, are often under forrow ;
and where fuch have attended to that pure
light which hath in fome degree opened their
underftandings, and for their faithfulnefs
thereto, have been brought to examination
and trial, how heavy are the perfecutions
which in divers parts of the world are exer-
cifed upon them? How mighty, as to the
outward, i1s that power by which they are
borne down and opprefled ? _

How deeply affeting is the condition of
many upright hearted people who are taken
into the papal inquifition ? What lamentable
cruelties, in deep vaults, in a private way,
are exercifed on many of them? and how
lingering is that death by a fmall flow fire,
which they have frequently indured, who
have been faithful to the end ?

How many tender-fpirited proteftants have
been fentenced to fpend the remainder of their
lives
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