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livesin ‘a galley chained to oars, under hard-
hearted mafters, while their young children
are placed out for education, and taught
principlesfo contrary to the confciences of the
parents, that by diffenting from them, they
have hazarded their liberty, lives, and all
that was dear to them of the things of this
world ?

There have been in time paft fevere perfe-
cutions under the Englith government, and
many fincere-hearted people have {uffered
death for the teftimony of a good conicience,
whofe faithfulnefs in their day hath miniftred
encouragement to others, and been 2 blefling
tomany who have fucceeded them thus from
age to age, the darknefs being more and more
removed, a channel at length, through the
tender mercies of God, hath been opened for
the exercife of the pure gift of the gofpel mi-
niftry, without interruption from. outward
power, a work, the like of which is rare, and
unknown in many parts of the world.

As thefe things are often frefh in my mind,
and this great work of God going on in the
éarth has been open before me, that liberty
of ‘confcience with which we are favoured,
hath appeared not as a light matter.

A truft is committed to us, a great and
weighty truft, to which our diligent attenti~
onis neceflary : wherever the active members
of this vifible gathered church ufe themf{elves
to that which is contrary to the purity of our
principles, it appears to be a breach of this
truft; and one ftep back toward the wilder-
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