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While the acive members in the “vifible
gathered church ftand upright, and the af-
Fiirs thereof are carried on under the leadings
of the Holy Spirit, altho’ diforders may arife
among us, and caufe many exercifes to thofe
who feel the care of the churches upon them;
yet while thefe continue under the weight of
the work, and labourin the meeknefs of wif-
dom for the help of ‘others, the name of
Chrift in the vifible gathered church may be
kept facred; but while they who are achive
in the affairs of ‘this church, continue in a
thanifeft oppofition to the purity of our prin-
ciples, this as the prophet Ifaiah x. 18. ex=
preffech it is like * as when a ftandard bear-
T¢ 4 fainteths” and thus the way opens to
areat, "and prevailing degeneracy, and ' to
fufferings for fuch who through the power of
divine love, are feparated to the gofpel of
Chrift, and cannot unite with any -thing
which ftands in oppofition to the purity of it.
The neceflity of an inward ftillnefs; hath
under thefe exercifes appeared clear to my
“mind; in true filence ftrength is renewed,
she mind herein is weaned from all things,
but as they may be enjoyed in the divine
will, and a lowlinefs in outward living op=
pofite to worldly honour, becomes truly ac-
ceptable to us ;—in the defire after outward
gain, the mind is prevented from a perfect
attention to the voice of .Chrift; but being
weaned from all things, but as they may be
enjoyed in the divine will, - the pure light
{hines into the foul: and where the fruits of
that
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