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me hath appeared weighty, even beyond
what I can fully exprefs, and what our blef-
fed Lord feemed to have in view, when he
propofed the neceffity of counting the coft,
before we begin to build.

I truft there are many who at times, under
divine vifitation, feel an ‘inward enquiry af-
ter God, and when fuch in the fimplicity of
their hearts mark the lives of a people who

~ profefs to walk by the leadings of his Spirit,

of what great concernment is it that our

~lights fhine clear, that nothing of our con-

du carry a contradi&tion to the truth as it

is in Jefus, or be a means of profaning his

holy Name, and be a ftumbling block in the
way of thofe fincere enquirers,

When fuch feekers who wearied with
empty forms, look towards uniting with us
as a people, and behold ‘a&ive members a-
mong us depart in‘their- cuftomary way of
living, from that purity of life, which under
humbling exercifes hath been opened before
them, as the way of the Lord’s people, how
mournful and difcouraging is the profpect !
and how ftrongly doth fuch:unfaithfulnefs
operate againft the {preading of the peaceable,
harmonious principle and teftimony of truth
amongf{t mankind ?

In entering into that life, which is hid
with Chrift in'God, we behold his peaceable
government, where the whole family are go-
verned by the fame {pirit, and the ** doing
““ to others as we would they thould do un-
 to us,” groweth up as good ftuit from a
good
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