MACHIAVEL’s Dedication

PoRoH I (0

Moft Magnificent LorRENZO DE’ MEDICI *,

HOSE that court the favour of Princes, commonly befpeak
] their good graces, either by making them rich prefents; or
procuring fuch things for them, as they know they moft delight in :
hence we often fee them prefented with fine horfes and armour,, cu-
rious pieces of embroidery, jewels, dnd' other fuch things, as are
fuitable to. their quality and grandeur. For my own part, though I
am ambitious of prefenting myfelf to your Highnefs, with fome tef-
timony of my devotion to you, I am poffefled of nothing more pre-
cious (to myfelf at leaft) than the knowledge of the condu& and
atchievements of great men, which I have gained by long practice
and experience in modern affairs, and continual ftudy of ancient
hifftory. Having therefore reduced my refle&ions, after a fevere and
repeated examination of them, into the compafs of a {mall volume,
I make bold to offer it to your Highnefs: not that I have the vanity
to think-it worthy of your prefence, though I truft your nfual hu-
manity, will take it in good part ; fince it 1s not in my power to pre-
fent you with any thing more valuable than the means of acquiring
that knowledge of mankind in a very fhort time, and with little
pains, which has coft me fo much trouble, and fo many years ta,
colled, and that too with infinite peril and hazard. = It is not decked
out, indeed, with an oftentatious pomp of language, or {welling

* Duke of Urbino, Lord of Pefaro, &c. He was the Son of Pietro de’ Medici,,
ad Father to Catharine, Wife to Henry I1. of France. He died in the year 1519.
& periods,,




	o-ital-mach-120q-v1-009

