MACHIAVELs DEDICATIO N, &ec.
periods, or-any of thofe meretricious arts, *with  which many ere
‘wont to. decorate their writings : as I had much rather it thould pafs
unnoticed and difregarded, it Truth alone, and the Importance of
the Subjett are not fufficient to recommend it, Nor will it be
thought prefumption, I hope, that a perfon of my low condition,
.pretends to give leflons of government to Princes : for as thofe that
take maps of Countries, ufually ftand upon a plain to .confider the
‘nature of mountains and high places; and uponthe top of ashill, to
furvey the plains and valleys : fo, it is neceflary to ‘be a Prince, in
order to know the nature and difpofition of fubjeéts ; and no lefs fo
to be a fubjeét, to judge properly of a_Prince.

May your Highnefs then accept this fmall prefent, with the fame
good will that it is offered. If you are pleafed to read and confider
it. with attention, you will be convinced how -paflionately.I long to
{ee you arrive at that -height of grandeur to which Fortune, and your
excellent Virtues daily call yon [4] : and if you fhould fome time or
‘other vouchfafe to look down from the fummit of your greatnefs,
upon a man in*fo-humble a ftation, you will fee how long, and how
unworthily I have been. perfecuted, in the moft cruel manner, by the
-extreme and unrelenting malevolence of Fortune.

_[@] See the laft Chapter of the Prince. :
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