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‘N‘ICOLAS MACHIAVEL was born at Florence; but
in what year is not certain. One might reafonaably have ex-
peted to find this particular in Neri’s pofthumous hiftory of the Flo-
rentine Authors, publithed at Florence in 1722. But that writer
only fays, his father’s name was Bernardo, and that he was of a noble
and ancient family : after which introdu@ion, inftead of mentionin
any thing circumftantial of the time of his birth, his ftudies, his life,
or death, he runs out into a long inveive againft his writings. Pau-
lus Jovius, however, acquaints us that his fortune was fo narrow, that
he was obliged to ferve as Amanuenfis to Marcello Virgilio [2 ], a
man very learned in the Greek and Latin tongues ; who finding him
ayouth of good parts, pointed out to him feveral beauties in the
ancient writers, many of which he afterwards availed himfelf of in
his own works [£]. Yethis knowledge in the Latin and Greek lon-
guages was but fuperficial, if we may credit the fame author Lol
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{a] Neri fays, Marcello Virgilio Adriani.
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(6] Confas eum, fic

A i ipfe nobis fatebatur, a Marcello Virgilie, cujus & notarius
%allecla publici muneris futt, Grece & Latine linguz flores accepifie, quos feriptis

I Pauls fov. Elsg. cap. 87. '
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