ANECDOTES OF THE LIFE

However he was not profecuted for it : but from that time he lived
in extreme poverty and mifery, though he affected to turn every thing
into ridicule and abandoned himfelf to irreligion. He died in the
year 1526 as fome fay, or according to others in 1530, of a medicine
which he took as a prefervative. Some authors, amongft whom Va-
rillas is one, relate that his friends were obliged to have recourfe to.

ublic authority, in order to make him receive the Sacraments ; and:
others, that he died blafpheming [ 2]. What Jovius fays of his.
death is. as follows < Fato funCtus eft quum accepto temere phar-.
maco, quo fe adverfus morbos muniret, vite fue jocabundus illufiffet,.
paulo antequam Florentia Cafarianis fuba&a armis, Mediceos veteres;
dominos recipere cogeretur [ /].” He had faid a little before, < fuit:
exinde femper inops, uti irrifor & Atheus.” He fuppofes then that
the' Medici abanidoned him from the time that they fufpe&ed him of”
having a hand 'in Diacetto’s confpiracy : but in that he is miftaken.
For Clement VII was not yet advanced to the Papal dignity ; and:
we fee that Machiavel in the Dedication of his Florentine Hiftory to.

Clement, VII, acknowledges that he was. fupported by the liberality:
of that Pontif, < I come boldly into the field, fays he; for as T
. have been honoured with your countenance and preferred By your:
bounty, I am not without hope that I fhall likewife find a thelter-

“Zanobi Buondelmonti and Luigi Alamanni. This company generally converfed i1 a circle -
round Rucellai, who was fo infirm, ‘that he ufed to be carried about in a cradle.. Ma-
chiavel too fometimes made one of them, and not only read his works to that aflembly,,
but dedicated fome of them to Cofimo ; which made fuch an impreflion;_that they re-
folved to kill the Cardinal, not out of any perfonal hatred to him; but-in order.to fet
the Republic at liberty. Diacetto confefled it in his examination befere a Magiftrate ;
and both he and the Life-guard-man were put to death for it.. Machiavel was. violently
fulpected of having a fhare in the plot : Alamanni, who was thén in the country, .made
his efcape into the Duchy of Urbino : Buondelmonti quitted the City at.the inftances
of his wife, and efcaped into Carfagnana, where he was proteéted by the Poet
Ariofto, who refided there in quality of Governor, under the Duke of Ferrara.. Pigrre -
de Boiffat, Hifloire Genealogique de la Maifon d2 Medici.. Varillas. in his Anecdstes of -
Florence, fays, thar Leo X. was alive at the time of this confpiracy : but.he is as wridely
miftaken in this, as in his account of the interval:betwixt Machiavel’s promotion to the-
office of Hiftoriographer, and the advancement of that Pontif te the papal chair,. But-
Javius has fallen into much groffer errors.. He fays,. that the diﬁinguifhing part of
Ajacetus’s charater was his being a Poet.;. which is falfe.. He ought to have. f2id fo-
of Alamanni, inft¥8d of making him one of the Horfe-guards ; and he fhould not have
reckoned him amongft thofe that loft their heads.. Luigi Alamanni; a fine genius, and
a great Poet, was indeed an accomplice in that confpiracy,. but he did not fuffer for it.
He fled, over the Alps, and met with a very favourable reception in France, where he-
wrote feverabRoems in praife of Francis I. and upon many other fubjetts.

{£] Blafphemans evomuit improbum fpiritum. Zh.. Raynaud, de bonis & malis libris,
Num. 46. : ’

{#] Thatevent happened upon.the gth of Auguft 1530:.
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