OF NICOLAS MACHIAVEIL.
wnder the fancion ‘of your favourable opinion and great wifdom.”*
This circumftance of time lays open either a palpable falfehood, or
at lealt an egregious blunder in Varillas. He fays, in his Anecdotes
of Florence, ¢ that Machiavel wrote the eight books which we have
of the Florentine Hiftory, in fo florid and elaborate a Style, that he is
charged with an excefs in that point : that it is chiefly upon this
account that the eafe and agrecable freedom of Boccace are preferred
to his manner of writing : that his relation of fads is fometimes ill
natured and fatirical : and that Marcus Mufurus- conviGed him (o
evidently of thefe faults that he durft not attempt a reply.” Now
Mufurus died in the time of Leo X ; fo that he could not pofiibly
I animadvert upon Machiavel’s Hiftory, ‘which did not appear till the
! days of Clement VII. Varillas has likewife firangely perverted: the-
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words of Jovius, which are as follow. - ¢ Pédeftrem patrii fermonis.
facultatem a Bocceacii conditoris vetuftate difffuentem novis & plane
Atticis vinculis aftrinxerat, fic ut ille caftigatior, fed non purior aut
gravior exiftimetur,

' It would be endlefs to relate the ftories that are told of Machiavel’s:
¢ irreligion.  Let one fuffice, and whether that is ‘worthy. ofi credit or:
‘ not, is left to thejudgment of the reader. ., ¢ When he lay‘at the point:
of death he was fzized with the following phrenzy.  He faw a {mall
| company of poor, half ftarved, ragged, ill favoured wretches who: 0
he was told were the inhabitants of Paradife, of whom it is written, ;
| Beati pauperes Spiritu ; quoniam ipforum eff reguum celorum. Bileffed’

are the poor in Spirit Jor theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. After
thefe. had retired, an infinite number of grave Majeftick perfonages:
appeared, who feemed as fitting in council and debating upon.impor--
tant affairs of State. . There he faw Plato, Seneca, Plutarch; Taci-
tus, with many -others of the Iike chara&er : and when he afked

who thofe venerable perfons were, he.was informed they were the

damned, the Souls of the reprobated, Szpientia bujus feculi inimica
ef Deis. the wifdom of this world is Joolifbnefs with God. After this,
being afked to which of thofe companies he would chufe to belong,,
1€ anfwered, he had much rather go to hell, where he might con-
verle with thofe great Genius’s about State-affairs,. than be condemned
to the company of. fuch loufy fcoundrels as had been prefented to him
b:i‘bre. Soan after which he expired [m ].” Spizelius gives us the.
fubftance of the fame ftory [ n 15 but it is otherwife related by fome.
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they pretend ;haz Machiavel fays in fome part of his works, that he:
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1] Binet de Salyt d’Origene,

1 e odilas 3 e
1] Scrutin, Athzifmi hifforic, ®tiolog.
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