OF NICOLAS MACHIAVETL.

a Fontaine and drefled up in' a new garb. His poetical  talents may
further appear. from.-feveral little pieces which: he wrote in verfe, as
the Golden Afs ; four Capitoli, as he calls them, upon Oppartum'{y,
Fortune, Ingratitude, and Ambition 5 and his Duo; Decennali, or, o
Summary of whar bappened. in Italy, during a period of Lwenty years.
But his performances hitherto mentioned, may be confidered only as

what the Italians call Operetse, or Prolufions: It is time therefore to.

fay fomething of the reft.

Mr: Bayle, fays, therc isia very. curious paflage in the Sequel to the:

Menagiana p. 96. relating to the finefle which Machiavel made ufe of
in drawing up the Life of Caftruccio Caftracani; towhich the Editor-
of thefe Anecdotes muit refer the Reader, as he has: noet had:an op-
portunity of feeing it himfelf.  Some alledge ‘that it is not faithfuil
written | s-] 5 and his Hiffory of Florence: is charged with the fame.
fault [ #]. But as that matter is pretty well cleared. upiin the 4iver-
tifement to the Reader, prefixed to this tranflation of ity let it {uffice
to add here what Monfieur Gohory, an old French tranflator. of Ma--
chiavel’s works, fays concerning the merit of that Hiftory. ¢« It is fo
excellent and periect a one, that the late Milles Perrot, Mafter of Ac-
counts, and' my near relation (one of the moft learned men: in: the
kingdom in languages and {ciences) having read. it over with more-
diligence than he had done either Livy ‘or Tacitus,. told me,; that as
the temper of it was accommodated- to our times; there was more ‘ad<.
vantage to be reaped from readingit, than. from thofe great ancient
hiftorians, who wrote in an age fo.very different in its manners and:
cuftorns from ours [ #].,

He alfo wrote three books of political difeourfes upon: the Jirft Decad”
of Livy, a work much efteemed by Politicians ; and feven more on
the Arz of War; from the perufal of which,: the Duke of Urbino
(Son of Pietro de’ Medici, and Nephew to Leo X) conceived {o high
an opinion of his military knowledge that he follicited him to accept
of acommiffion in his army : but he had 'the prudence ot to venture
ipon any practical proofs of his theory, noteven fo far as ta command

[s] Machiavellus plane multa comminiftitur in vitd Caftruccii ; nempe quia is:hofts
fmi}rt Reipublice Florentinz.” Voffius de arte hifforica, cap. ro. And Jovius com-
plaing bitterly of his unfairnefs, in his E) 2ium upon-Nicholas Tegrimus, Counfellor
and Hiftorian of Lucca, who has given a very exact account of the a@ions of Caftra--
@ni. ¢ Sed Machiavellus Florentinus Hiftericus, patrii veteris odii memor, petulanti
mv«hgni:ate, non Interituram memorabilis. Ducis famam fabulis involvit, quum vitain
acerrimi hoftis. Etrufco-Sermone {eribere otfus, tam impudenti quam aftuto illudendis
genere, facrofan&am rerum geftarum fidem corvuperit.” £log. cap: I471..

1] Tbid, cap. 87. :
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