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OF NICOLAS MACHIAVEIL.
that piece, he has the following remark. ¢ The Preface is full of
juft refleCtions : and amongft other things you will find that obfer-
vation of Mr Wicquefort, that Machiavel through bis whele work, tells
us what Princes do, not what they ought to do [ a]. It is furprizing
that almolt all the world fhould be of opinion that Machiavel is
teaching Princes a mifchievous Syftem of Politics ; whilft, on the
contrary, he writes only what he has learnt himfelf from the aGions
of Princes. He was inftructed by the ftudy of mankind, and obfer-
vation of what pafles in the world, not by mere barren fpeculation
in his clofet. Let his books be committed to the flames, let them be
refuted, let them be attacked with ridicule and criticifm as you
pleafe; the affair of Government will be juft where it was. By an
unhappy and fatal neceffity, Politics generally get the better of mo-
rality and honefty. Policy indeed does not avow it; but it as in
the fame manner with Achilles, jura negat fibi nata, it will be' con-
trolled by no laws, though it does not care to acknowledge that. A
great Philofopher of this age, will not admit that man is under a
neceffity of Sinning. I think, however, he grants with refpe& to
Kings, that Sin is neceffary, without its being excufable in them upon
that account : for, befides that few of them content themfelves with
undavoidable Sins, if they were all men of probity, they would not be
teduced to fuch a hard neceflity. One may add to this the words of
anancient Poet, who fays, ¢ that by the mere exercife of Royalty,
the moft blamelefs learn to commit crimes without the help of a
teacher [ 4 ].” All the world has heard of this maxim, gui nefeir
difimulare, nefcit regnare 5 He that does not know how to diffemble, does
mot know how to reign : and one muft be very ignorant of State affairs
to deny the truth of it [¢].” It muft be allowed however that, if the
author of the Prince intended to be ferious and aGually meant what
he fays there, that performance cannot be looked upon in any other
light, after all that has been urged in its defence, than asa comment
upon that paffage in Euripides which Tully fays Julius Cafar always
had in his mouth,

{e] I_zord Chancellor Bacon has faid the very fame thing in his book dz Augment.
aent. lib, viii, cap. 2. ¢ Eft quod gratias agamus Machiavello & hujusmodi ferip-
Eorgbus, qui aperte & indiffimulanter proferunt quid homines facere foleant, non quid
¢beant,”
([1’1 . Ut nemo doceat fraudis & feeleris vias, regnum docebit.” Sencca in Thyefte.
A& ii, v, 312. He had faid before, v. 217. ¢ San@itas, pietas, fides, privata bona
funt ; qua juvat, Regeseunt.”
P (] See'the Nouvelles de la Lettres for the month of Fanuary 1687, p. 99. Th: Ocuvres
;Wj? d Bayle, Tom. iii. p. 740. fol. Edit, and the General Dicionary, vol. viis
. 308.
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