OF NICOLAS MACHIAVET.

tains$ that fince the reading of Hiftory is not ‘only allowed, but re<

comymended, there is no reafon. to condemn the reading of Ma-
chigvel. That is to fay, one learns the fame maxims' from Hiftory,
asffrom the Prince of that author : in Hiftory one fees them a&uall ¥
put in practice ;. but in Machiavel, they are only recommended. It
is upon this foundation, perhaps, that fome people of judgment are
of opinion, that it'is to be wifhed,
been fuffered [/]. But this does not excufe Machiavel ;- head-
vances wicked maxims, without finding fault with them; whereas'a

good Hiftorian' would cendemn them when put:in pradice. ‘'This.
makes a wide difference,. as has been obferved-before, betwixt Ma--
gh it i$ very apt to produce; by ac--

chiavel’s book and Hif¥ory . thou
cident, the fame effe@® with reading-his works:

He has been apologized for By many othér able writers [£7; who

affert, that all thofe that haye attacked ‘'himj difcover their ighiorance
in palitics. ¢ Quicunque fane haéenus (fays Conringius) [4] Ma-

chiavellum fibi. fumpfere confutandum, fi verum licet profiteri, fuam

civilis Philofophi® araideyeay nimis aperte tradiderunt.: ita voco cum.

Ariftotele,. fummo dicendi Magi(tro,-,imperitiam' TS TPOTE TS EMIMPASs
five nature & indolis politice {cientiz ignorantiam [ 7]."* ' Eniivero
omnes. pene.videas-diflerere, quafi non aliz fint Refpublice quam quez
primo. ac per fefe, imo unice fakitem populi {pe&tant, aut vero-affec-
tant plenam exa&tamque. humana vite felicitatem ; eoque & politico
magiftro de folis illis. agendum effe:: -hinc fane ‘omnem do&trinam,
quz nonieft de Rebus publicis, ‘quas illi unice cognofcendas homi-
nibus arbitrantur, damnare folent, & extra limites politicze methodi
gjicere.”——There ‘are many more remarks of this kind in that
preface.  But the fame learned Author accufes Machivel with hav-
ing enriched himfelf with thefpoils of Ariftotle, in the following

paffage. - <« Nicolaus Machiavellus, fymbolum ‘illud politicarum ar-=..
tum, nullum. fere dominatus arcanum confilium Principem- fuum..

[f] See-Mafcardi 4o Arte Hiftorica. .

[g] ¢ Pro Machiavello inter alios Apologiam feripfit  Gafpar Scioppius -in- libello

zdiz Politice, & Differtatione adverfus Paganinum Gaudentium,” . Bofius dz. com-
paranda prud. civil, num. 93. apud Magirum Eponymal. p, 552.

[b] In prefatione fue Libri de Principe Editionss, apud Magirum, p. §54. . ;
7] Compare this with the following words of ‘the Sieur Naudi (who will be men-
tioned by and by) in his firft chapter concerning State Policy. ¢ To pretend to talk
of. Politics as they -are managed at this day (fays he) without taking any notice of thefe
“ups. &'Etat, is properly to -be ignorant ‘of the Pzdia, and the rulés laid down- by
!}rlﬁc}lr: n his Analytics, of {peaking upon all- fubje&s to the purpofe, and agrecable 1o
the principles and. demonftrations that are proper and eflential
feientia,nefeire,  quorum oporieat quarere demonfirationemy qusrum verc non oporteat : as he
$2ys 1 his Metaphyfics,

’.

to' them, Ef enim padice

potuit

the writing'of Hiftory had never
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