ANECDOTES OF THE LIFE

“There have beén feveral -tranflations of Machiavel’s works into
French': the laft and beft is by Mr. Tetard, a French Refugee,
printed at’Amfterdam, at different times, in 1691 and the five next
enfuing years ; it has paffed into feveral Editions. That which has
‘been chiefly confulted by the Editor of this Englifh tranflation, was
printed at the Hague, in 6 volumes r2mo. 17435 in the laft of which,
Tetard’s verfion of the Prince: isifupplied by that'of Mr. Amelot de
la Houflaye, at the inftance of Mr. Voltaire, who preferred it to any
of the reft. Indeed, the works of this Florentine have appeared in
moft of the European languages ; efpecially the Prince, which is alfo
{aid to have been tranflated into the Turkifh, and read by Amurath
IV. [¢]- :

Thgo}fe people are grofily miftaken, who aflert, that the author, in
his work, meant to reprefent the character of Charles V. and it is
furprizing, that Monfieur Gohory (hould have fpread this opinion.
< Machiavel (fays he, in one of the detached pie ‘es of his old tran{-
lation, publifhed at Paris, about the year 1 §70) wrote a book, which
he calls the Prince;; wherein he has given a particular detail of all the

_-meafures requifite to be taken by one that afpires to fovereign power ;
defigning fecretly to reprefent Charles V. who reigned at that time,
as appears from a particular paflage in it.” But how came this
writer not to be aware, that Machiavel’s Prince was written before
the world knew what renown Charles V. was to acquire? Had he
not read in the twenty-firft chapter, that Ferdinand, King of Arragon,
was alive when Machiavel compofed that work ? Had he not found
in another paflage of the 2 3d chapter, that Machiavel makes men-
tion of the Emperor Maximilian, as a Prince that was ftill alive?
And did not he know that Maximilian died in January 1519, three
years after the death of Ferdinand, and before his Grandfon Charles V.
had compleated his nineteenth year ? :

Some have related that Catharine de’ Medici, Queen to Henry I1
of France, made the Prince her particular ftudy and put it into the
hands of her children : and thofe that makethis obfervation, have
taken care to accompany it with many injurious terms both againft
the Queen and Machiavel. The anthor 'of the Toc/ain contre les
Maffacreurs, p. 54 obferves that Charles IX had been very ill educa-
ted, and that he was kept ignorant of thefe fcripture precepts,
that the King who is raifed up to rule over the peaple of God, ought not
20 exals bis beart above bis bretbren ; but to obferve the Law of the
Lord, and to read and meditate upon it continually [»]. Thaton the

[¢] Sce Sagredo memorie di monarchi Ottomanni, Printed at Venice, 1673.
fr] Deuteron, xvil. 19, 20.
contrary,
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