ANECDOTES OF THE LIFE

as has been faid, ftand up in his vindication, and others go ftill further
and confider him as a writer that had the public good very much at
heart, and has laid open the arts of Politicians with no other view
than to infpire an abhorrence of Tyrants and exciteall man kind to
the fupport of liberty. This may, perhaps, have the air of a paradox :
upon which account it is neceffary (and therefore, it is hoped, excu-
fable) to quote at large the words of a celebrated Lawyer who judges
fo much to the advantage of Machiavel. But they muft be joined to
a fort of a preface borrowed from another learned man, in order to
furnith two confiderable teftimonies at one view, wviz. of Alberic
Gentilis, and Chriftopher Adam Rupertus. ¢ Ego vero non poffum
hic prazterire, qui cane pejus & angue odiffe foleo conceptas de
Auctoribus opiniones, accuratiffimi jurifconfulti ac digniflimi cenforis
judicium, 1. 111, de legationibus. c. IX. ubi Legatum fuum ex Philofo-
phia inftruens, ¢ Nec vero, inquit, in negotio ifto verebor omnium
preftantifiimum dicere, & ad imitandum proponere Machiavellum,
ejuique plane aureas in Titum Livium obfervationes. Quod namque
hominem indo&iffimum effe volunt & Sceleftiffimum, id nihil ad me,
qui prudentiam ejus fingularem laudo, nec impietatem ac improbi-
tatem, fi qua eft, tueor. Quanquam fi librum editumn adverfus illum
confidero, fi Machiavelli conditionem refpicio, fi propofitum fcri-
bendi fuum recte cenfeo, fi etiam meliore interpretatione volo dica
ipfius adjuvare, non equidem vidso cur & iis criminibus mortui
hominis fama liberari non poflit. Qui in illum fcripfit (Zntelligit
Innocentim Gentilletum jurifconfultum Delphinenferr) illum nec in-
tellexit, nec non in multis calumniatus eft, & talis cmnino eft,
qualis, qui miferatione digniffimus fit. Machiavellus Democratiz lau-
dator & aflertor acerrimus, natus, educatus, honoratus, in eo Rei-
publice Statu, Tyrannidis fumme inimicus fuit. Itaque Tyranno

Ecclefie, he calls him, hoftis humani generis, the enemy of mankind, and fays, the Prince,
was digitis Satanz confiriptum, written with the Devil’s own fingers. Scioppius, in a
manufcript work preferved in many Libraries in Italy, intituled, Machiavellicorum opere
pretium, fays, the Jefuits at Ingolftadt publickly burnt Machiavel in Effigy, with this
infcription upon him, Quoniam fuerit hamo wvafer ac fubdolus, diabolicarum cogitationum
Jaber, optimus cacodemonis auxiliator. See Baretti’s Italian Library, p. 241, 242. The
fame author fays, ¢ The Prince is a very wicked book, and has done more mifchief in
Europe, than any other that is now extant. I generally call it the Tyrant’s Bible. Yet
Machiavel, who was fo great an admirer of the moft violent and arbitrary rogues of
every age, was himfelf a very honeft, good-natured man, if the account given of him
by his cotemporaries may be credited : nor does it even appear by any of his writings,
that he was that unbeliever, and fanguinary man that he endeavours to make his reader.
‘This inconfiftency in his different charaters of a man and a- writer did not efcape
Wicquefort, the.author of the dmbaffador, who, therefore, fays, he thinks the Prince
was rather intended as a Satire upon, than a leGure to, Sovereigns and Politicians.”
Tbid. p. 43, 44.
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