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OF NICOLAS MACHIAVEL.

down to Clement VIII. permitted the fale of Machiavel’s Prince all
over Italy; and it paffed through feveral Editions and Tranflations.
It was known however that the work gave offence to fome Docors :
for in a book written by Ambrofe Catharin and printed at Rome in
1552 [ e ], there is a whole Chapter againft the diftourfes and Prince
of Nicholas Machiavel. At laft, in the year 1592 under the Pontifi-
cate of Clement VIIL. the fucceflor of Innocent IX, the Writings
of this author were condemned after the outcry that had been raifed
againft them at Rome by Poffevin the Jefuit, and one Thomas Bozius
a Prieft of the Oratory. Neverthelefs it is certain, as has been faid
above, that Poffevin had never read the Prince, as plainly appears from
the cenfure which he pafled at Rome in 1 592 by the order of Innocent.
IX, upon the four following authors, v7z. la Noue, Bodin, du Pleflis
Mornai, and Machiavel ; where he fuppofes the Prince of the laft
mentioned writer to be divided into three books (which is vifibl

falfe) and charges things upon him which are not to be found in that
work. Conringius happily gueffes at the caufe of thefe miftakes':
which is, that Poffevin had no further acquaintance with that book
than what he had picked up in reading Gentillet.” His words are as
follow. ¢ In ea (differtatione Poflevini) vero ita differitur, quafi a
Machiavello tres de Principe libri compofiti fint : hinc ftatim initio,
ubi de Machiavello agit, aliquot ejus fententiis' enumeratis, ef Aec
quidem, inquit ille, Jeeleratum tllud Satane organum prioribus duobus li-
brisy quibus de Principe agit, infiptenti mundo obtulit. Non multo poft
cum diceret, redeo ad eafdem labes Machiavelli, ut cognita peftis magis

ftatus, gradus, conditionis exiftentibus, noftrz ditioni temporaliter non fubjeétis, in
virtute fanctz obedientiz & fub excommunicationis late fententie peena ; Nobis vero
& fan&te Romanz Ecclefiz mediate vel immediate fubjeétis, etiam fub amiffionis librorum
impreflorum & viginti quinque ducatorum auri de Camera pro una Camerz noftre
Apoftolicze, pro reliqui vero medietatibus prefato Antonio, totics quoties contraventum
fuerit applicandis peenis ; diftricte przcipimus & mandamus, quateénus difka opera per
predictum Antonium, ut prafertur, imprimenda, ad decennium non imprimant, neque
imprimi facere, aat vendere, feu venalia habere audeant vel pre unant, nifi ad id diék
Antonii expreflus acceflerit affenfus. Quocirca quibufvis locorum Ordinariis, feu
¢orum officialibus & vicariis in fpiritualibus, committimus per prelentes, ut ubi, quando,
& quoties, pro parte di&i Antonii requifiti fuerint, ipfi Antonio efficacis defenfionis
prefidio aflitentes, faciant prafentes Literas & in eis
oblervari & publicari; contradicentes quof]
& peenas predictas appellati
fuerit, auxilio brach

contenta quzcunque inviolabiliter
libet, & rebelles per cenfuras Ecclefiafticas
ne poftpofita compelcendo ; invocato etiam ad hoc, fi opus
cularis, in contrarium facientibus,non obftantibus quibufcunque.
Datum Romee apud fan@um Petrum, fub annulo Pifcatoris, die XXIII Augufti, Pon-
tificatus noftri anno otavo. ;
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