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OF NICOLAS MACHIAVEL.

any other man [£2]. The following Epitaph made upon him by
Antonio Vacca, may ferve as a conclufion to thefe Anecdotes.

Quifquis ades, facro flores & Serta Sepulchro
Adde, puer, cineridebita dona ferens.

Nam veteris belli & pacis qui reddidit artes,
Jampridem ignotas regibus & populis,

Hetrufce Machiavellus honos & gloria lingue,
Hic jacet, hoc faxum, non coluiffe, nefas.

[4] ¢ He was neither much efpoufed nor fupported by the great men and: Princes of"

his time ({ays the above-cited M. Gohory in the fame piece) fuch as Pope Clement
VIL to whom he dedicated his Hiftory of Florence, or Lorenzo de’ Medici, to whom
he prefented his Prince, though it was he that reftored the Golden Age of Letters in
Italy, carefling and rewarding all thofe that were diftinguifhed for their learning, as
Marfilius Ficinus (who addrefied his tranflation of Plato’s Works, and a Commentary
upon them to him) Aungelus Politianus, Hieronymus Donatus, and many others, whofe
Epiftles are to be met with in a Colleltion, intituled, Epi/fole virorum illufirium. Ma-
chiavel complains to him of having been neglected, and tacitly implores his aid in the
dedication of his Prince, in thefe terms. ¢ If you fhould fometime or other vouch-
fafe to look down from the fummit of your greatnefs, upon a man in fo humble a
fration, you will fee how long and how unworthily I have been perfecuted in the moft
cruel manner, by the extreme and unrelenting malevolence of Fortune.” But Gohory
is here miftaken, in imagining, that Lorenzo de’ Medici, who was the Patron of Po-
litian, Je. was the fame Lorenzo to whom Machiavel dedicated his Prince ; for this
Lorenzo was the other’s Grandfon.
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