Monfieur Ameror pr 1A Houssave's Dedication of hig
French Tranflation of Macuriavel's Prince, to the Grand
Duke of Tufcany.

STR,
EDICATORS generally fix upon a Patron to whom they

think their works will either prové agreeable, or feem to bear

fome relation. For my own part, T was foon determined to whom
1 thould prefent Machiavel’s Prince. 'When I had once refolved to
tranflate that work, the very title of it immediately led me to addrefs
my Tranflation to your Mo/t Serene Highnefs, as Machiavel had for-
merly ‘dedicated the Original to Lorenzo II. de’ Medici, the father
of Alexander firft Duke of Florence. And this refolution appeared
to me the more reafonable, as it was agreeable to the common courfe
of nature; according to which, all things muft fometime or other
revert to their firft principles. But thereis this difference betwixt
what T am now doing and what Machiavel did fo long ago, that he
addrefled his performance to Lorenzo de’ Medici in a dictatorial man-
ner, as Tutorsdnftru&t their Pupils : but I, on the contrary, prefume
only to .offer mine to your Serenity, as to a Prince of confummate
experience in the Art of governing (an Art which every one knows
is the ancient inheritance of the illuftrious Houfe of Medici) and a
Judge who perfe@ly knows how to diftinguifh betwixt true and faife
Politics, as well as to hold the balance duly poifed betwixt reafons of
State and Religion, how incompatible {oever they may {eem to be with
each other. Upon which confideration, Sz, I am not at all afraid
of being accufed of temerity in having prefixed your auguft name to
this piece ; fince it belongs properly to none but Princes like yourfelf
to judge of Politics ; the government of a private family being a very
different thing from that of a State. A private man has nothing to
do but to regulate his own conduét and expenfes and to provide for
his houfhold: but he that governs a State muft accommodate himfelf
to other perfons, as well as to different times and circumftances of
affairs, which change every day. There are likewife ‘ad and prefling
conjunctures {ometimes, when Princes are forced to do what they
can, inftead of what they ought: and of this, the great Cofimo de’
Medici (who was accounted the wifeft man of his time) was fo fen-
fible, that when fome of his Fellow-citizens reprefented to him the
bad comfequences that might attend the banifhment of fo manylof
the
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