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T HIS TiRAN SFIAAT I'ON.

ufually done, upon certain Maxims of State ; the! pra@ice of which
is become in a manner abfolutely neceflary through: thé wickednefs
.and perfidy-of mankind : efpecially, as Princes likewife are grown fo
.double-hearted and deceitful, that any one who fhould attempt to
deal with his neighbours upon the footing of honour and fincerity,
‘would prefently become their. Dupe. Many other things might be
alledged. in favour of Machiavel : but as I am writing a Preface and
pot an Apology, I thall leave thofe to defend him that are either more

interefted in it, or better qualified for fuch an undertaking than
Iam,
R

N. B. Here the Prefacer runs mto 'a iwong acfcant upon the merit
of his Tranflation's bur as it contains nothing curious or interefting to
any ‘one elfe, it is therefore omitted. After which, he proceeds as
follows :

Somebody perhaps may afk me, whether I think Cafar Borgia,
whom Machiavel propofes as a Pattern, is really a goad model. To
which I anfwer, that I think he is a very good one for new Princes,
Imean for fuch as from private men have become Princes by ufurpa-
tion: but a very bad one for hereditary Princes. Now. it is manife(t
from two paflages inthe Seventh Chapter of this work, that Machiavel
propofes Caefar Borgia as a Pattern only to ufurpers, who cannot
maintain the pofleffion of a new State without being cruel, at leaft in
the beginning of their reigns; becaufe all fuch are fure to be their
enemies as do not find their account in that change : and even thofe
that aflifted them in the acquifition of their dominions, will not long
continue their friends ; becaufe they cannot be gratified in every thing
they afk for. Whereas hereditary Princes, on the contrary, how ill
foever they may govern, are under no neceffity of having recourfe to
violence and rigour to fupport themfelves amongit fubjects who have
been long accuftomed to be ruled by Princes of the fame blood. As
to Duke Valentine (as Cfar Borgia was generally called) I confefs he
was a very wicked man, and deferved to die a thoufand deaths [#]; but
itcannot be denied, at the fame time, that he was both a great Soldier
and Politician, and one of whom we may juitly fay what Paterculus.
fays of Cinna, ¢ that he did things which no good man would have
dared to do ; and fucceeded in feveral enterprizes which nobody but a.
man of the greateft valour durft have attempted [ #].”

[m] <= Ceefarem Borgiam vel mille neces meritum.” Onuph. Panvin.. in vit, Ful. i}

[7] “ De quo vere dici poteft, aufum eum, qua nemo auderet bonus ; perfecifie,.

e anullo nifi fortiffimo perfici poffent.” Hifl, i,
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