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HOUSSAYEs PREFACE, &c.

To conclude, I fay, that Machiavel, who has ‘every where been
reprefented as a promoter of tyranny, was a greater enemy to it than
perhaps any man of his time ;. ‘as one may eafily perceive from the
tenth Chapter of the firft book of his Political Difcourfes, where he
bitterly inveighs againft T'yrants.” And Nardi, his cotemporary, fays,
#% he was one of thofe that ufed to write panegyrics upon Liberty and
Cardinal Juliano de’ Medici, who after the death of Leo X, pretended
that he would reftore the libertics of his Country: and that he
was' fufpected of being an accomplice in the confpiracy formed by
Giacopo ' Diacetto, Zanobi Buondelmonti, Luigi Alamanni; and
Cofimo Rucellai, againft that Cardinal, on account of the ftrict
acquaintance and conneions he had with them and other Libertines.”.
[¢] Probably it was owing to this fufpicion that he never received any
reward for writing his Hiftory of Florence; though he compofed it
by the command of the fame Cardinal, as appears from the beginning
og the Dedication of it to him after he was exalted to the Papacy.
This is all that I thought neceflary to fay at prefent concerning Ma~
chiavel and his writings; of which, I leave every one to judge as he
pleafes.

[2] The partizans of the Medici called thofe fo, who they thought were confpiring

‘to recover their liberties,  Nard:i. Hift, Flor. 1. iii.

.
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