Mg, VOLTATRESs:PREFACE.

In the fourth place, that"his Huge book of Politics is the moft
contemptible of all his works, ‘though it' is dedicated to" Emperors,
Kings, and Princes. Laftly, that he fays dire@ly the contrary of
what Amelot makes him fay, « I wifth, fays Lipfius, (page the
ninth of Plantin’s edition) Machiavel had ‘conducted his Prince
the ftraight way to the temple of Virtue and Honour.” Ufinam
Principem fuum_recla duxyffet ad templum wvirtutis & honoris &e.
Amelot has utterly and purpofely fupprefled thefe words. - Indeed
it was the cuftom of his age to quote very improperly and inju-
dicioufly : but to caftrate fo eflential a paffage is fomething more
than pedantry, it is not merely expofing himfelf to ridicule, but a
downright falfification. The ‘great perfonage whofe ‘work I here
publifh, f{eldom or never quotes; but I am'very much miftaken if he
himfelf will not often be quoted hereafter by fuch as are friends to
xeafon and juftice. ’

Amelot takes much pains likewife to prove that Machiavel was
very far from being an irreligious man. But is'not Religion prettily
‘treated upon this occafion ? ' An author recommends the’ practice
of poifoning and affaffination ; ‘and his tranflator has the affurance
to extol his devotion! But his Readers are not to be impofed upon

in this manner. It is trifling to fay his author praifes the Francif-

miracles. ‘The verfes alluded to by Voltaire, which he wrote when he dedicated a
Silver Pen to the Lady of Hall, are mentioned in the following manner by Aubert
Mirzus in his Lifz of Lipfius. < Ipfe pennam argenteam (nec potuit. pretiofius quid-
piam) in templo ante aram Virginis fufpendit, & pios hofce verfus fubfcripfit.
¢ Hanc, Diva, Pennam interpretem mentis mez,
Per alta fpatia quz volavit ztheris,
Per ima quz volavit & terrz & maris
Scientiz, Prudentiz, Sapientiz,
Operata femper, aufa quz Conflantiam
Defcribere & vulgare ; quze Civilia,
Quz Militaria atque Poliorcetica :
Quz, Roma, magnitudinem adftruxit tuam :
Variaque luce feripta prifci fzeculi
Affecit & perfudit: hanc Pennam tibi
Nunc, Diva, merito confecravi Lipfius :
Nam numine ifthzc inchoata funt tuo, : 2
Et numine ifthzc abfoluta funt tuo.
Porro O benignitatis aura perpetim
Hzc fpiret ; & fama fugacis in vicem
Quam Penna peperit, tu perenne gaudium
Vitamque, Diva, Lipfio pares tuo.”

One of the above-mentioned filly Hiftories happening to fall into the hands of our
King James L. after he had read fome part of it; he threw it down in a paffion, with
this curfe, ¢ damnation to him that made it, and ‘to him that believes it.” Feof- Hall,
Epiff. Decad. 1, Epift, v,
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