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Chap. IL. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

pofely entered into to guard them againft the violence of Afuch op-
reffors.

There are but three juftifiable means, by which any one can ob-
tain dominion over others ; the firft is, by lineal and eftablithed fic-
ceffion s the fecond, by being eletted by a people who have a right
to choofe their Prince ; and the third, from conqueft, in confequence
of a war juftly undertaken againft an enemy. From thefe principles
I thall argue in the courfe of my future refle@ions upon this work.

f
Of Hereditary Principalities.

§ I purpofely here omit all mention of Republican Govern~
ments, becaufe they will be treated of at large in another

place [4], I fhall confine myfelf {olely to the fubje& of Principalities
at prefent, and endeavour to fhew how the different forts of them,
which have been already {pecified, thould be governed and main-
tined. I fay then, that it is a much eafier matter to {upport an he-
reditary State, which has been long accuftomed to obey the family of
aPrince that reigns over it, than fuch a one as has been newly ac-
quired [e].  Since nothing more is requifite in this cafe, than to
keep within the bounds that have been obferved by the Anceftors of
that Prince [ /'], and to comply with the exigencies of the times upon

Political Difcour/fes upon Livy.

fays, that dominion acquired by violence, cannot be maintained by mild
¢ Won pofle Principatum fcelere quafitum, fubitd modeftia &
" Hi/l. i. The rigorous meafures, however, which are ufually
er to fecure a State that has been newly conquered, often occafion the lofs
of it, as they provoke fubjeéts to revolt, < Atque illi (fays the fame author) quamvis
fervitio fueti, patientiam abrumpunt.” Zumal, xii.

[f] Seneca’s enemies urged this argument to Nero, wiz, that as he was out of his
minority, and old enough to govern of himfelf, he had no occafion for any other Tutor
o Inftructor than the example of his predeceflors. ¢ Finitam pueritiam, & robur ju-
ventz adefle, exuerct magifirum, fatis amplis do@oribus inftruétus, Majoribus fuis.

r
Awal, xiv. Tacitus {ays, that Tiberius, in the beginning of his reign, made it a rule,

1o imitate Auguftus inevery thing ; ¢ neque fas Tiberio infringere dicta ejus.” Annal. i.

“ Qui omnia facta diftaque ejus, vice legis obfervem.” Aunal. iv. and that he durft not

at firft thew any feverity to 2 people whom Auguftus had treated with fo much lenity,

“ Populum per tot annos molliter ‘habitum, nondum audebat ad diriora vertere.”” An=
nal. i, That Vonones was defpifed by the Parthians, and driven out of his Kingdom, be
Caufe his conduét was very different from that of their former Kings: ¢ accendeba¢
Yedignantes et ipfe, diverfus a majorum inflitutis.” Annal. ii. and that Italus was much
Deloved by the Cherufcans; becaufe, though he was brought up at Rome, he neverthe=
o5 conformed to their debaucheries, as much as if:he had been educated amongft them,
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Latus Germanis adventus cjus ; atque eo magis, quod fpius vinolentiam ac libidines,
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§tata barbaris, ufurparet.” Auual. xi,
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