THE PRINCE, Chap. II.

particular occafions. So that if the Prince is a perfon of only com-
mon capacity and attention, he will always be able to {fupport himfelf
in his State, except he is driven out of it by fome irrefiftable and
more than ordinary force : and even in that cafe he will be fure to
recover it, whenever the Ufurper meets with any check or difafter
in the career of his fortune. Of this Italy affords us a memorable
example in the Duke of Ferrara [ g¢], who was enabled to make fo
brave a ftand againft the Venetians when they invaded his dominions
in the year 1484, and againft Pope Julius II.in 1510, merely by hav-
ing been fo long eftablithed in the poffeflion of that Duchy. For a
natural Prince neither lies under any neceflity, nor can have any mo-
tive to opprefs or difguft his fubjeéts : from whence it muft follow
of courfe, that he will be more beloved by them than another,
- except fome enormous vices fhould happen to make him odious.
Befides, the long fucceffion and duration of his government abolith
both the caufes and memory of innovations [4]: for one change
generally leaves a foothing (as it is called in buildings) and aptitude

for another [/ L

[2] This' was Alphonfo d’Efte, whom Julius II. excommunicated, and endeavoured
to deprive of his Dukedom.

[A] According to Tacitus, people find more inconvenience in trying a new Prince,
than in keeping one whom they had before : ¢ Minore cifcrimine fumi Principem
quam queeri.” Hift. i

[#] Examples are generally improved upon, as Paterculus fays, ¢ non enim ibi con-
fiftunt exempla unde cceperunt, fed quamlibet in tenuem recepta tramitem latifime eva-
gandi fibi viam faciunt.” Hifl. ii. Tacitus gives us two pregnant inftances, how apt
one change is to occafion another. ¢ Libertatem & Confulatum L. Brutus inftituit.
Di&aturz ad tempus fumebantur : neque Decem-viralis poteftas ultra biennium, neque
T'ribunorum militum confulare jus diu valuit. Non Cinnz, non Sullee lenga Domi-
natio 3 & Pompeii Craffique potentia in Czfarem ; Lepidi atque Antonii arma in Au-
guftum ceflere.” Annal. 1. i. e. Lucius Brutus*irft inftituted Confuls, and fet up a free
government in Rome, after the expulfion of Kings. Sometimes 2 Dictator was created
for a while, but his power expired as foon as the people were out of danger. The
Decemviri did not continue in office above two Years ; neither did the Confular power
of military Tribunes laft long. The Domination of Cinna, and the Dié&atorfhip of
Sylla, were but of fhort duration, The Power of Craffus and Pompey were foon
united in the perfon of Julius Czfar their Collegue ; and the authority of Lepidus and
Marc Anthony in that of Auguftus. This is a remarkable feries of changes. Here
follows the other. ¢¢ Sulla Di&ator abolitis vel converfis prioribus ; cum plura addi-
diffet, otium ei rei haud in longum paravit. Statim turbidis Lepidi rogatienibus, neque
multo poft Tribunis redditd licentid quoquo vellent populum agitandi. *Jamque non
modo in commune fed in fingulos homines latz quaftiones. . . . . Exin continua per
viginti annos difcordia, non mos, non jus.” Annal. iii. i. e. Sylla the Dicator,. either
changed or abolifhed the Laws made by Gracchus and Saturninus, in order to eftablifh:
others of his own making: but the turbulency of the times did not fuffer them to con-
tinue long in force.. For Lepidus, and foon after the Tribunes, having recovered their:
_former powet, began to harrafs the people at their pleafure, with new Laws and op-
preffions ; fo that without any regard to.the good-of the public, there were almoft as;
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