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THE PRINCE, Chap. III.

in fhe firft place ; and in the next; out of fear of being ftripped like

their neighbours, if they fhould offer to ftir. It muft be added, that
‘Colonies, though nothing like fo expenfive as a ftanding . military
force, are yet more to be depended upon by their Prince, and much
lefs difguftful to others: and thofe few wha have {uffered by them,
being poor and feparated, cannot do them any harm, as Ifaid before.
For -it thould be remembered, that one ought either to keep upon
good terms with others, or to cruth them utterly if they are once

rovoked : becauft if the injury that is done them be but a light one,

they are left in a capacity to return it ; but if it is done to the pur- |
it will not be in their power : {o that when a man refolves to |

ofe,
ipn'ure another, he fhould do it in fuch a manner as to cut off all pof-
fibility of revenge [ s ].

But if inftead of Colonies an armed force is fent thither, the charge
will be very great, and the whole revenue of the Province {wallowed
up in fupporting it; which will make the acquifition a lofs rather
than a gain, and occafion much more difcontent: for the frequent
vemoval of 2 camp from one place to another, and harrafling the whole
country in that manner, is a grievance which will be felt and refented
by the inhabitants who are ftill left in the enjoyment of their poffef-
fions, and have it in their power to be dangerous encmics; becaufe
though vanquithed and opprefled, they are not utterly difperfed or
extinguifhed. Such a force therefore will be in every refpett as pre-
judicial, as Colonies are ferviceable.

A Prince who has got poffeffion of a Province, the manners and con-
ftitution of which are different from thofe of his own, ought likewife
to defend and prote¢t fuch of his neighbours as are in a low and feeble
condition, and endeavour to weaken thofe that are more potent than
he is; and above all, to.take particular care that no foreign Prince of
equal ftrength with himfelf {hall, upon any account, gain footing in
“that Provinee: for it almoft always happens that the difcontented party
call in fomebody or other, either out of ambition or fear. Of which,
we have an example in the Etolians, who introduced the Romans into
Greece : and in every other Province where they gained admittance,
it was at firft by the favour and co-operation of the natives. It com-
monly happens in fuch cafes, that as foon as any powerful foreigner

[s] When Rinaldo degli-Albizi found the Signiory had only fentenced Cofimo de’
Medici to banithment, and not to death, as he would have had them, he told them,
¢¢ it would have been much better for them to have remained content in their former
circumftances, than to fuffer ‘Cofimo to efcape with Life, and leave fo many of his
friends in Florence ; as people, efpecially great men, ought either never to be provoked,
or if they are, tobeentirely crufhed.” Hif Flor. Book iv.
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