THE® PRYINEE, Chap. TII.

of Lombardy which he fhared with the Venetians may in fome
meafure be excufed, becaufe he got footing in Italy merely by that
means ; yet the partition of Naples with the King of Spain cannot be
defended at any rate, as he was not under the fame neceflity of alting
in that manner. ’
Lewis then was guilty of five errors in this ‘expedition ; for he
tuined the inferior States; he fuffered a neighbouring Prince, who
was before too potent, to increafe his dominions; he introduced
another, and a foreigner too, into the fame Province, who was ftill
more powerful ; he neither ftaid to refide there himfelf, nor fettled
any Colonies : all which errors might yet poffibly have been remedied
whilft he lived, if he had not committed a Sixth in deprefling the
power of the Venetians. For if he had neither thrown too much
weight into the fcale of the Church, nor introduced the Spaniards
into Italy, it would have been but right and necefiary to humble
them : but when he had ‘taken thofe fteps, he fhould not have fuf-
fered their power to be diminifhed ; becaufe whilft that continued
refpecable, they would always have endeavoured to prevent any one
elfe from making further acquifitions in Lombardy, by which they
themfelves would not be benefited; fince it could not be expetted
that the new invaders would ftrip the French of what they had got
pofleflion of there, merely to give it away to'them: nor was there
any occafion to apprehend that any other ftate would be hardy enough
to contend with them both whilft they continued united. Butif it
be objected that Lewis gave up Romagna to the Pope, and the King-
dom of Naples to the Spaniards in order to evade a war, I fay again,
that a prefent inconvenience ought never to be fubmitted to, merely
to prevent a war ; for the war inftead of being entirely averted thereby,
will only be deferred and fall fo much the heavier at laft. Others
parhaps may alledge that King Lewis had given his word to the Pope
that he would aflift him in his defigns upon Romagna, in return for
the diffolution of his marriage [y ], ‘and the favour of a Cardinal's

another.” Ego te ad imperium voco 3 in tud manu pofitum eft . . . Torpere ultra, &
perdendam Rempublicam relinquere, fopor & ignavia videretur, etiamfi tibi. quam in-
honefta, tam tuta fervitus effet.” Hif. ii.

[y] Lewis XII. was more eager to enter into a firiét alliance with Pope Alexander V1.

than any other Prince, for feveral reafons : one “of which was, that.he wanted to-be
3 hat

PRSI ORB e SIYT RTSERREE L

Rl s e et iy e AR SR SRR N b Ve B R

P e B et ) e i AT AV el | LS T

U A e

At e,




	o-ital-mach-120q-v1-062

