Chap. III. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE.

was. Nothing can be more horrible than the expedients which he
recommends to fuch as would keep pofleflion of their conquefts :
for if we examine them, there is not fo much as one of them that
has the leaft appearance either of reafon or juftice on its fide. Oune
ought, fays he, to extinguifh the whole family of the Prince who reigned
before fuch a congueft. Can any man read this maxim without tremb-
ling? would not this be: trampling upon every thing that is facred in
the world, and opening a door to all forts of wickednefs for the fake
of private intereft ? Suppofe an ambitious. Prince fthould forcibly and
unjuftly deprive another of his dominions; has he therefore a right
to poifon or aflaffinate him and his whole family ? Befides, a Con-
queror by fuch a manner of proceeding, is fure to introduce a prac~-
tice that will at laft turn to his own deftrucion. Another more am-=
bitious and more powerful than himfelf, may invade his territories,,
and retaliate his barbarity, by extinguithing him and his family, with
the fame unrelenting rigour that he murdered his Predeceflfors. Of"
this, Machiavel’s own times will afford us too many examples.

Alexander VI. when he died, was upon the point of being de-
pofed for his unparalleled cruelties :. his deteftable Baftard, Cefar
Borgia, was ftripped of all that he had heaped together by violence
and rapine, and died miferably: Galeazzo Sforza was publickly
aflaflinated in a Church at Milan : Ludovico Sforza, who afterwards
ufurped that State, was carried into France, where he was confined
in:an iron cage, and:there died [4]. The Princes of the two houfes
of York and Lancafter, in England, tore out each other’s bowels:.
the Grecian Emperors were continually murdering one another; till
at laft, the Turk taking advantage of the. weak condition to which
they had reduced the empire by thofe flaughters,. invaded: their do--
minions, and utterly extirpated them. > If fuch revolutions are not
fo frequent amongft Chriftians in thefe times, it.is becaufe the prin-
ciples of true ‘morality are now more generally promulged; the:
minds ‘of men are better cultivated, they have lefs ferocity in _ their
manners; and for this, perhaps, they are obliged to the writings of
thofe learned men who of late have contributed fo much. to polith
and civilize Europe. ' o

Machiavel’s fecond rule-is, That. a. Conqueror ought to - eftablifh bis:
*efidence in bis new dominions. . In this there is nothing amifs ; indeed

. [#] Voltaire in his general Hiftory of Europe, vol. ii. p. 119. fays, this flory of the
Iton cage is entjrely falfe ; and that Sforza was not only treated ‘with.diftinction, but
permitted to go abroad, the laft five years of his life, to any place ‘within five leagues of :
the Caftle of Lioches; though indeed he had beéen more.fricly. confined before.
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