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Chap. IV. AND EXAMEN DU PRINCE,

without very great danger to himfelf. Whofoever therefore confiders
the different conftitution of thefe two States, will perceive that it
would be a difficult matter to conquer T'urkey, but a very eafy one
to keep pofieffion of it- when conquered. The difficulties in con-

uering it, would confift in this: that the Invader could not poflibly
be called in by the Grandeesof that Empire, nor hope for any revolt
amongft the Minifters to facilitate his enterprize, from the caufes
already afligned. For as the principal Officers of State are Slaves and
creatures of the Prince’s own hands, they could not eafily be cor-
rupted : and fuppofing that poflible, but little advantage could be
expected from it, as they could not draw any confiderable party after
them, for the reafons above mentioned. So that if any one fthould
take it into his head to invade the Turks, he may almoft certainly
depend upon finding them united, and muft truft rather to his own
valour and forces, than any difaffeGtion or rebellion amongft that
people. ~ But if he fhould be fortunate enough to conquer them and’
difperfe their armies in fuch a manner that they could not face him
again in the field, the main difficulty would then be furmounted,
and no obftacle left in his way to the fecure pofieffion of his conquefts,
but the family of the Emperor, which muft beextinguithed ; after
which, there is nothing further to be apprehended, fince no one elfe
will have intereft enough amongft the people to give him any difturb-
ance: and as the Invader could have no hopes from them before
they were conquered, fo he will have nothing to fear from them
afterwards.

But the cafe is very different with regard to Kingdoms that are
built upon the fame model with France: for in fuch, it is an cafy
matter to get footing by the afliftance of the Barons ; as fome of them
will always be difcontented or difaffected under fuch Governments, and
confequently defirous of a change. Thefe I fay will open him a way
into fuch States and facilitate the conqueft of them, for the reafons
above given : but ftill he will meet with many difficulties in keeping
pofleflion, and much oppofition both from thofe that he has injured,
and thofe that have been his friends. Nor will it be fufficient in this
cafe to extinguith the family of the laft reigning Prince; becaufe
thofe Barons, who are ftill left, will put themfelves at the head of new
commotions ; and as he can neither fatisfy nor exterminate them, it
will not be long before he lofes that acquifition.

Now if we confider the conftitution of the Kingdom governed by
Darius, we fhall find it in many refpects like that of the Turks: fo
that Alexander was under a neceflity of ftriking home at firft, to
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