THE PRINCE, Chap. IV.

drive him entirely out of the field: and as he fucceeded in his blow,
and Darius died foon after, he remained in quiet pofieffion of that State,
~ from the reafons before affigned. And if his Succeflors had continued
united, they might likewife have enjoyed it in peace; fince no other
tumults afterwards happened there, but fuch as were altogether owing
to themfelves. But of Kingdoms conftituted like that of France, it
is impofiible to keep pofieflion at fo eafy a rate : witnefs the frequent
defections of Spain, France and Greece from the Romans ; all which
were occafioned by the number of little principalities that were in a

manner interwoven with thofe States : for whilft they fubfifted, the:
power which the Romans ufurped there was always difturbed and.

precarious: but when they were extinguifhed at laft by length of time

and duration of Empire, the Romans met with nothing further to

moleft them in the poffeffion of thofe acquifitions. N ay their power was
fo well eftablifhed there in the end, that when the Civil wars broke out
and the Lieutenants of the feveral Provinces began to quarrel amongft
themfelves, every one of them had his party and found means to fecure
fome of thofe Provinces to himfelf, according to the authority he had
acquired amongft the Natives, who no longer acknewledged any other
mafters than the Romans, after the race of their former Princes was
extin. ‘Thefe circumftances therefore being duly confidered, it is
no great wonder that Alexander fhould find it {o cafy a matter to keep

pofleflion of Afia; nor on the contrary, that Pyrrhus and feveral
others thould meet with fo many difficulties in fecuring the conquefts
they had made : for the difference of their Succefs is not to be attri-
buted ‘either to the good or bad conduétof the Conquerors, but to the
diffimilitude of the conquered [ £].

[/] Of this, Machiavel gives a good inftance in his Political Difcourfes, Book iii.

¢h. 12, where he fpeaks of the different circumftances of the Venetians and Floren-
tines. :
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